Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 MANILA 01730 142051Z 
11 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAM-01 NIC-01 IO-14 OMB-01 DRC-01 /HOW 

029862 

R 140844Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1051 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USLO PEKING 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 1730 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, MARR, RP 
SUBJECT: SPRATLYS 

1. RESPONDING TO VIET-NAMESE ACCUSATION CARRIED IN LOCAL 
PRESS HERE THAT GOP HAD OCCUPIED TWO MORE ISLANDS IN 
SPRATLY GROUP, INFORMATION SECRETARY TATAD TOLD PRESS 
FEB 12 (A) THAT PHILIPPINE TROOPS HAD NOT TAKEN CONTROL 
OF TWO ISLANDS IN SPRATLY GROUP, (B) PHILIPPINES ONLY 
OCCUPIES "FREEDOMLAND" WHICH IS NOT PART OF SPRATLYS. 

HE SAID PHILIPPINES MAINTAINS LIGHTHOUSE STATION ON 
FAROLA ISLAND (NORTHEAST CAY) AND WEATHER STATION ON 
PAGASA ISLAND (THITU) WHICH, HE SAID ARE OUTSIDE OF SPRATLYS. 

NO FRESH TROOPS HAD BEEN SENT TO THESE ISLANDS BUT AFP 
MAINTENANCE GROUP WAS SENT FEW DAYS AGO TO THESE TWO ISLANDS 
TO "MAINTAIN" LIGHTHOUSE AND WEATHER STATION. 

2. COMMENT: MAINTENANCE GROUP CONSISTED OF 
TROOPS FOR PHILIPPINE CLAIMED ISLANDS AND TWO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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PHOTOGRAPHERS. TROOPS MAY BE INTENDED AS ROTATIONAL REPLACE- 
MENTS FOR TROOPS ALREADY ON PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, WHEREAS 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PHOTOGRAPHERS PROBABLY INTENDED TO DOCUMENT PHILIPPINE 
CLAIM TO ISLANDSM SO FAR AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, PHILIPPINES 
HAS MADE NO MOVE TO REPLACE TROOPS WITH WEATHERMEN AS 
EARLIER INDICATED BY PRESIDENT TO SECRETARY INGERSOLL HAN 30. 
SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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